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rVavr;r  Channe.l  Iftd - 16» 


p. 

74, 

P. 

107  (notch 

on 

outside) 

P- 

69 

p* 

1C, 

P* 

1 ,  p •  lo , 

P* 

1, 

p.  45,  p,  91,  p.  51,  p.  91 

P* 

116 

p. 

116 

?• 

88, 

P* 

85 |  p,  4 , 

P* 

58 

,  p.  170 

P» 

137 

p. 

45 

p. 

181 

1 

P* 

181 

21 

17 

P. 

158 

15 

40 

?• 

61 

-J£L 

153 

7'es.Tor  cord~«ram:>e<i  stick  impressed - 44 

p,  71,  p.  74,  p,  11?,  p*  4,  p.  4,  p.  4,  p.  72,  p,  8l(no  decoration) 

p.  10,  p,  109,  p,  1C,  p,  14,  p,  4,  p.  4,  p,  1,  p,  1,  p.  24,  p.  34 

p,  SI,  p,  31,  p.  21,  p,  94,  p,  48(puehed  up  from  bottom) 

p.  45,  p,  37,  p,  93,  p,  91,  p.  83,  p.  183,  p,  1^3,  p.  74 

p.  125,  p,  93,  p,  134,  p.  134,  p.  134,  p.  34,  p.  51,  p.  166,  p.  158 
P*  158,  p.  155,  p»  3x§  p»  153 
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dumber  found 

1 

7 

3 

1 
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Economic  and  Artistic  C  perplex  (cont) 

14.  Antler  projectile  point 

15.  Split  animal  bone  awl 

16.  Fish-spine  awls 

17.  Split  turkey  leg  awls 

18.  -rhole  bird  leg  awl 


Pottery  Complex 

Since  1666  sherds  were  found  having  a  consistent  temper,  paste,  thickness 

and  hardness  -  all  falling  into  the  Type  5A  defined  in  Rediscovering  Illinois. 

and  also  since  there  were  rim  sherds  of  the  same  type  it  was  decided  to 

reclassify  them  into  finer,  more  distinctive  pottery  types.  For  the  present 

the  76  sherds  which  were  not  of  Type  3A  will  be  ignored.  The  classification 

on 

for  the  most  part  was  done  on  the  basis  of  the  rim,  or  lip  sherds/which  it 
was  possible  to  see  six  pottery  distinctipns: 

1 .  paste 

2.  hardness 

3.  surface  finish 

4.  shape (as  indicated  by  the  shape  and  slope  of 

the  lip) 

5.  decoration 

6.  thickness  of  sherd. 

On  the  basis  of  paste  and  surface  finish  three  distinctions  may  immediately  be 
made:  1.  Those  of  excellent  consistency  fired  to  a  pink  color,  having  a  hardness 

of  about  3.5,  with  a  smoothed  almost  polished  surface  finish. 

2.  Those  of  medium  consistency,  a  gray  or  black  color,  hardness  about  5, 
and  with  a  smooth  surface  finish. 

3.  Those  of  poor  consistency  and  cordmarked  surface  finish. 

However,  when  the  factors  of  decoration,  shape  of  lip(shape),  and  thickness  of  the 
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vessel  are  taken  into  consideration  it  becomes  apparent  that  the  last  two  groups 
just  mentioned  may  each  be  divided  into  four  other  groups.  Thus  distinctions 
may  appear  to  be  rather  finely  made,  but  I  believe  it  is  justified  by  important 
chronological  aspects  of  the  material (which  will  be  discussed  later).  Note 
should  be  made  here  to  the  effect  that  making  these  fine  distinctions  is  rather 
difficult  on  the  body  sherds. 

leaver  Care-wrapped  Cylinder  "are 

The  temper  is  grit,  and  is  present  in  small  amount.  The  consistency  is 
excellent.  The  ware  is  fired  to  a  pinkish  color  and  is  extremely  hard  -  about 
3.5.  The  surface  is  smoothed,  almost  polished,  although  on  the  body  there  are 
sometimes  seen  traces  of  cord  marks  which  have  been  smoothed  over.  In  thickness 
the  ware  is  between  .6  cm  and  .75  cm.  The  decoration  is  confined  to  the  neck, 
and  consists  of  impressions  of  a  cord-wrapped  cylinder.  These  impressions  either 
are  vertical  or  diagonal  to  the  perpendicular.  The  rims  vary  from  being  horizontal 
to  being  definitely  outcurving.  The  body  is  rounded  and  the  base  sub-conoidal. 

The  lips  are  usually  rounded  and  there  is  a  gradual  thinning  of  the  rim  as  it 
approaches  the  lip. 

This  type  is  based  on  50  lip (rim)  sherds. 

leaver  Smoothed 

The  temper  is  grit  of  a  medium  consistency.  The  hardness  is  about  5.  The 
thickness  is  about  .60  cm.  and  the  color  is  a  gray  to  brown.  The  surface  is 
smooth.  The  rim  is  vertical  to  incurving  and  the  lip  will  often  have  a  small 
fold  on  the  outside.  Decoration,  when  it  occurs,  is  confined  to  notching  of  the 
outside  of  the  lip.  The  area  immediately  below(l  cm)  the  lip  quite  often  appears 
to  turn  up  vertically  due  to  the  thinning  of  the  rim  on  the  inside  adjacent 
to  the  lip.  Bodies  are  globular  and  from  evidence  based  on  the  curvature  of 
the  bases  were  probably  not  conoidal. 

This  type  is  based  on  23  rim  sherds. 
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'eaver  8iu.nne-i.led 


and  ^ 

The  temper,  paste, /surface  finish  are  the  same  as  the  above,  xhe  only 

difference  being  that  these  sherds  are  usually  less  than  .5  cm  thick,  uolor 
varies  from  pink  to  gray  to  black  -  tho  the  latter  is  usual.  The  lip  is  roundea 
or  flat,  and  there  is  a  thinning  of  the  rim  as  it  approaches  the  lip.  ihe  rims 
are  vertical,  having  a  shallow  channel  on  the  interior  and  a  slight  bulge  orjtne 
exterior. 

This  type  is  based  on  17  lip  specimens. 

eaver  Cord-marked 

The  temper  is  grit.  The  consistency  is  fair,  and  hardnesses  bet^een^| 
and  3.  The  color  is  brown  to  black.  The  surface  is  cord  roughened^  The  thick¬ 
ness  is  about  .75  cm.  Decoration  is  rare  and  when  it  occurs  it  consists  either 
of  vertical  lines  or  of  lip  notching.  Usually,  however,  the  lip  is  rounded  and  the 
area  immediately  below  it  on  the  outside  is  thickened  (either  by  a  folded  ovei 
area  molded  to  the  surface  or  by  actually  using  more  clay  in  that  area) .  The 
rim  is  outcurving,  bodies  as  bases  subconoidal. 

18  rim  specimens  were  used  defining  this  type. 

'"oo aland  Cord-marked 

The  temper,  consistency,  color,  thickness,  hardness  and  surface  finish  are 
the  same  as  the  above.  The  decoration  is  by  punching,  cutting  or  side-notching 
the  lip.  Lius  are  usually  rounded.  The  rims  vary  from  vertical  to  incurving. 

This  type  is  based  on  31  specimens . 

Other  ootterv-tvoes  found 

Of  the  76  remaining  sherds  only  31  show  decoration,  while  the  other  46 
are  body  sherds  of  a  paste,  temper  and  thickness  that  make  them  readily  distinguish¬ 
able  from  the  heaver  materials.  The  real  importance  of  these  sherds  is  cnrono- 
logical  and  this  will  be  discovered  later.  For  the  present  I  will  merely  list 
the  kind  of  other  types  found  in  order  of  quantity  found: 
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FIELD  BLANK  FOR  SKELETAL  MATERIAL. 


Field  number: 
Museum  number: 


I. .  GENERAL  DATA 

Date  discovered:  Numbered  by: 

Discovered  by:  Photograph  numbers: 

Exposed  by: 

Removed  by:  Sketch  (over)  check  here: 

II.  STPAT IGRAPHICAL  DATA 

Type  of  soil  above  burial: 

Evidence  of  being  intrusive: 

Depth  in  relation  to  datum  plane: 

Depth  below  surface  of  mound: 

Location  (in  square  #) : 

Triangulation: 

III.  ETHNO- ARCHAEOLOGICAL  DATA 
Type  of  burial: 

Position:  A#  Right  arm: 

B.  Left  arm: 

C.  Right  leg: 

D.  Left  leg: 

E.  Trunk: 

F.  Head: 

Posthumous  shifting  of  bones: 

Associated  objects: 

General  description  of  burial: 

IV.  OSTEOLOGICAL  DATA 

Age: 

Sex: 

Posthumous  deformation: 

State  of  preservation: 

Bones  broken: 


Bones  absent  (or  present) : 


Pathology: 

Measurements  and  observations  on  bones  in  a  poor  state  of  preser¬ 
vation  (before  removal): 


Neumann.  8-19-1930 
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Form  No.  996 — 10  Millimeters  to  Centimeter 
AMERICAN  PAD  &  PAPER  CO.,  HOLYOKE,  MASS, 
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The  Weaver  Site 


R.S.WacNeish 


r 


The  Weaver  site  rats  excavated  with  a  specific  purpose  in  mind  -  not 
so  much  to  find  archaeological  materials  per  se,  but  to  discover  the  culture 
complex  of  a  certain  group  that  had  been  here  at  one  time  holding  a  defenite 
sequential  position  in  the  Eastern  United  States  chronology  -the  Middle 
Woodland  period.  From  comparative  work  done  by  the  author  it  had  been  found 
that  in  numerous  areas  in  Illinois  there  was  a  cultural  complex  which  existed 
between  Hopewell  and  Mississippi  times  which  was  possibly  ancestral  to  the 
Late  Woodland  foci.  Examples  of  this  may.  be  seen  in  the  Carbondale  area, 
where  the  Paymond  focus  occupies  this  position  and  appears  to  be  ancestral 
to  the  Late  Woodland  Dillinger  focus;  in  the  Jersey  County  area  -  where 
the  Knight  Mound  materials  are  stratigraphically  above  Hopewell  remains  and 
below  the  Late  Woodland  Jersey  Bluff  focus  materials;  in  the  Jefferson  County, 

Mo.  area  where  the  Festus  focus  appears  stratigraphically  to  be  about  this 
time  period;  and  in  Pope  and  Massac  Counties  of  Illinois,  where  Lewis  seems 
to  be  of  this  same  period. 

The  method  for  the  selection  of  this  site  was  roughly  as  follows.  Bearing 
in  mind  the  pottery  and  artifacts  of  other  Middle  Woodland  cultures  the  materials 
from  the  surveyed  areas (sites)  of  Fulton  County  was  examined  and  the  amateurs 
in  that  area  were  questioned.  Finally,  on  the  basis  of  the  above  information, 
three  sites  were  selected  as  possibly  being  Middle  Woodland  sites:  Clear  Lake, 

the  Hagan  site  and  the  Weaver  Site.  The  Hagan  village  site,  according  to 

} 

Dr.  James  Griffin  was  exceedingly  small  so  *ratigraphy  was  doubtful  though  it 

s' 

was  possible  that  the  burial  complex  be  found;  the  Clear  Lake  materials  seem 
to  be  village  materials  that  were  possibly  deposited  in  aeolian  deposits  and 
thus  both  these  sites  were  eliminated.  However,  the  Weaver  Site,  though  in¬ 
convenient  to  get  to  and  with**  only  Hopewell  mounds  offered  some  possibilities. 
First  of  all  *a  large  creek  ran  through  the  site  and  offered  a  crossection  of 
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the  village  site.  The  cross-section  indicated  that  trie  refuse  at  its  maximum 
degrtto  was  five  feet  deep  and  that  materials  picked  out  of  the  bank  indicated 
that  there  were  possibilities  of  stratigra  hy  of  Hopewell,  an  unknown  Woodland 
like  much  of  the  other  Middle  Woodland  materials  and  Middle  Mississippi. 

For  the  above  reasons  it  was  decided  to  excavate  this  site,  which  is  designated 
in  the  University  of  Chicago  Survey  as  FV229/ 

Digging  was  done  here  at  the  site  at  three  different  times .  The  first 
excavation  saw  10  squares  opened  and  a  number  of  features  were  found.  In 
Square  0L6  in  the  northeast  corner  of  the  square  a  layer  of  ash  was  found  as 
well  as  evidences  of  fire(  a  shallow,  round,  burned  area) .  This  is  designated 
"floor"  and  the  associated  materials  are  P4,  M5,  A6,  P7,  M8,  A9.  In  this 
square  basic  soil  ^as  reached  at  about  45  inches,  though  the  square  was  con¬ 
tinued  down  to  about  48  inches.  In  0L4  no  features  were  encountered  with  the 
exception  of  a  post  in  its  exact  center.  The  fefuse  disappeared  at  about  52  ‘ 
inches.  In  squares  0-0,  0L1,  0L2  -  a  floor  was  found  at  51-54  inches  below 
surface.  Thus  levels  5  and  6  in  each  of  these  squares  brought  forth  materials 
on  this  floor:  P45,  M46,  A47,  P91,  P125,  M124,  A125.  Extending  down  from  this 
floor  were  five  posts  which  were  in  a  straight  line  and  (have  pat  subdivided  -?)* * 

*  -  see  original  notes  on  this  and  wherever  this  diacritical  appears  subsequently. 
The  handwriting  in  question  is  unclear. 

fire  pit.  Also,  in  Square  0-0  a  refuse  pit  extended  down  from  this  floor. 

Basic  soil  in  these  squares  was  encountered  at  about  level  8,  or  between  50 

* 

inches  on  the  east  and  50  inches  on  the  west.  In  the  other  squares  no  feature 
was  encountered  though  a  mass  of  rocks  was  found  in  the  southeast  corner  of 
5L1  and  occassional*  posts  were  found  in  0-20  and  10L2.  Depth  at  which  basic 
soils  were  encountered  are  as  follows (these  depths  are  an  approximation  as 
they  were  taken  from  the  surface  by  a  tape.) 
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5L2  -  40  inches 

10L2  -  53  inches 

5L1  -  38  inches 

0-10  -  33  inches 

0-20  -  42  inches 

During  the  second  period  of  excavation  three  squares  were  excavated. 

It  rained  during  part  of  this  excavation  so  all  squares  were  not  completed 
and  profiles  were  difficult  to  make.  In  5L2  an  ash  floor  was  encountered  at 
3  feet  of  depth  (put*)  more  of  this  floor.  Floor  3  was  in  5L6.  Basic  soil 
was  encountered  at  roughly  49  inches  though  few  materials  were  found  in  the 
bottom  foot  of  the  refuse.  5L1  was  dui|  and  the  rest  of  firepit  II (found 
in  0L1)  was  found,  but  no  more  postholes  could  be  discerned.  At  a  depth  of 
36  inches  Floor  2  was  found.  Basic  soil  was  struck  at  about  46  inches.  At 
a  still  later  date  0L7  was  dug  1,5  feet  down.  The  purpose  of  digging  this 
square  was  to  find  the  rest  of  floor  1.  At  about  one  foot  depth  a  small  streak 
of  ash  did  show  up  but  nothing  further.  This  streak  showed  only  in  the  north 
*  0f  the  L7  profile  of  square  0L7.  It  extended  out  from  this  profile 
only  about  2-3  inches.  P187  and  A188  were  the  materials  found  in  this  floor. 

On  the  following  pages  are  a  series  of  profiles  and  floor^  plans.  Some 
of  these  profiles  were  drawn  from  measurements  taken  in  only  sar  one  corner. 

Also,  the  exact  slope  of  the  ground  is  not  known  accurately  as  a  Brunton  compass 
and  tape  measure  were  the  only  instruments  available.  One  of  the  features,  the 
five  post  holes  deserves  comment.  Fhen  first  observed  it  appeared  that  this 
represented  a  curved  wall  of  a  house,  but  further  observation  ±Ius  the  problem 
of“  'the  post  hole  in  0L4  lead  me  to  believe  that  this  is  a  straight  wall  of  a 
rectangular  or  square  structure. 

Accompanying  these  profiles  and  floor  plans  will  be  the  catalog  of  the 
materials.  This*  catalog  gives  the  specimen  numbers,  the  appropriate  square, 
level  and  materials.  At  present  these  materials  are  in  closet  6,  drawers  40- 
47  in  the  Laboratory  of  Anthropology  at  the  University  of  Chicago. 
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Analysis  of  Materials 


The  checking  of  the  m  ;terials  from  one  level  to  another  revealed  that  the 
site  was  homogeneous.  The  sample  is  of  a  fair  size  so  differences  in  artifacts  would 
be  noted  by  this  checking.  Another  factor  to  be  remembered  here  is  that  of  the 

3*. 

17S7  sherds  found,  1666  belonged  definitely  to  the  so-called  type (96$) . 

Thus,  I  believe  the  following  list  to  include  the  traits  of  one  culture  unit, 

i.e.  the  traits  of  a  particular  time  period  of  ' oo aland  Culture. 


Number  found 

1 

2 

1 


Architecture  and  House  Life 

1.  Oval  shaped  tr.-sh  pit 

2.  Sub-conoidal  fire  basins 

3.  House  made  by  sinking  large  posts (6”  diameter)  about  2* 
apart.  The  small  section  of  the  house  found  indicates  either 
a  rectangular,  square  or  oval  house 


1 

1 


2 , 


3 


Ceremonial  Complex 

1.  Rectangular' gorget 

2.  Elliptical  3-hole  gorget 

3.  Possible  pieces  of  the  bowls  of  clay  pipes 

4.  Small  shell  beads 


4 
1 

5 
1 
2 
1 


military  and  Hunting  Complex 
1.  Projectile  points  -  Throe  _?*L, 
stemmed,  contracting  from  the  base 
stemmed  expanding  from  the  base 
notched,  diagonal  with  straight  sides 
stemless  triangular 
side  notched 
corner  notched 


Number  found 


1 

1 

7 

total:  23 

4 

13 

2 

3 

1 

1 

1 

2 


1 

4 

3 


2.  Projectile  points  -  Type  Pp5 
(These  are  not  true  types  though,  as  they  do  not 
seem  to  be  made  of  flakes,  but  rather  are  small 
projectile  points  shaped  in  the  technique  of  Ppl.) 
straight  stemmed 
side  notched 
indeterminate 


Economic  and  Artistic  Complex 

1.  Small  flake  knives,  single  cone  on  concave  faces  and  three  or 
four  on  convex,  thin  and  is  shaped  in  the  cross-section  of  a 
tear-drop . 

2.  flake  scrapers 

3.  h&fted  scrapers 

4.  Scrapers;  large  and  flat  on  one  sid.e,  convex  on  the  other, 
leading  to  a  snub-nosed  cutting  edge  -  snub-nosed  scrapers. 
Are  round,  in  a  general  flat  shape. 

5.  Large,  oval  shaped  knife 

6.  1  anvil  stone 

7.  Hammers tone 

8.  Sandstone  choppers 

9.  Pecked  and  polished,  square  based  celts 

10.  Chipped  and  polished  square  based  celts. 

(9  and  10  have  been  found  by  D.  "ray,  not  by  the  present  author, 
but  Weaver’s  son  has  also  found  such. 

11.  possible  small  triangular  drill? 

12.  Double  pointed  dril^  made  from  split  bone  a&ls 

13.  Worked  antler  tine 
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The  Traits  of  the  Heaver  Focus 


A  brief  survey  of  comparative  materials  in  the  area  of  site  FV229  reveals 

total 

no  materials  that  have  a  similar /culture  complex.  However,  forgetting  the  wider 
comparative  method  and  using  a  method  long  established(and  one  giving  'mucS  success 
ful  results)  in  the  Southwest  we  can  establish  the  total  culture  complex  of  the 

Weaver  Focus. 

As  one  may  recall  in  the  Southwest,  at  Pecos,  a  sequence  of  well  defined 
pottery  types  was  made  and  then,  in  terms  of  these  pottery  periods  the  total 
culture  oi  each  Anazazi  period  was  established.  I  propose  to  do  much  the  same 
thing.  As  will  be  proven  shortly  the  "eaver  material  stratigraphieally  occupied 
that  period  between  Hopewell  and  Mississippi  times.  Not  only  was  this  true,  but 
the  Weaver  people (or  if  you  will,  the  Weaver  period)  had  four  pottery  styles  which 
v/ere  dominant.  These  finely  defined  pottery  types  may  be  considered  diagnostic 
of  the  time  period  of  the  Weaver  occupancy  and  of  the  Weaver  people  themselves. 
Tneref ore ,  when  a  site  is  shown  to  have  these  Weaver  diagnostic  traits  and  also 
is  snown  to  be  of  roughly  the  same  time  period  we  feel  safe  is  assuming  that 
the  second  site  is  undeniably  related  to  the  first.  Also,  if  that  site  compared 
is  found  to  be  lacking  diagnostic  traits  or  has  traits  of  other  periods  aberrant* 
(?}-  to  that  manipulation  the  case  for  connection  is  further  established. 

ow,  to  compare  the  Middle  occupation  of  the  so-called  Central  Basih  burials 
of  F®14.  As  may  be  noted  these  burials  are  between  the  Red  Ochre  period  and 
the  addle  Mississippi  period.  Roughly  of  the  same  period  as  either  the  Central 
Basin  or  the  Weaver  materials  which  we  are  dealing  with.(i.e.  they  are  both  of 
roughly  the  same  period) .  ihe  pottery  with  these  ourials  consists  of  5  specimens 
which  were  classified  as  being:  1  Type  1;  1  Type  5;  and  3  being  either  Type  2, 

2A  or  3A.  These  sherds  are  numbered  as  follows:  1971,  1630,  1642,  1629,  and  1661. 
Reconsideration  of  these  sherds  reveals  that  classification  is  in  part  incorrect  - 
i.e.  insofar  as  the  description  of  the  one  sherd  classified  as  Type  1  is  concerned. 
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The  so-called  Type  3  sherd  is  not  that  but  T'Jeaver  Cord-Marked  in  consistency. 


paste,  hardness,  folded  over  lip  and  rim  shape.  Two  of  the  sherds  classified  as 
2,  2A  or  3A  are  definitely  "'"'©aver  Cord-Wrapped  Cylinder  and  T’eaver  Cord-Marked 
on  the  basis  of  hardness  and  paste.  The  other  sherd  defies  classification. 

Further  analysis  of  the  field  notes  reveals  that  other  sherds  were  also  found  with 
the  middle  burials  and  were  not  included  in  the  report  in  rediscovering  Illinois . 
These  sherds  are:  1617-2;  1580-2;  1657-1  1663  and  169l(not  found).  These  may 
be  classified  as  Middle  Woodland  Cordmarked(the  first  5)  and  Weaver  smooth(l665) . 
Also  found  in  the  mound  was  a  hcflimerstone  and  3  projectile  points.  One  point 
is  the  same  as  the  narrow-bodied  diagonal  point  so  prevalent  at  the  T'eaver  Site 
while  the  other  two ( A. 82  and  89)  are  straight  stemmed  and  similar  to  'Weaver 
points.  Further,  the  burial  complex  found  in  this  level  includes  group  burials, 
bundle  burials  and  rock  layers,  A  survey  of  the  other  Central  Basin  sites  in 
■dedisc over ing_  Illinois  reveals  that  such  traits  are  not  to  be  found  in  the 
Central  Basin  Phase.  On  the  above  basis  I  believe  that  the  burials  are  definite¬ 
ly  not  of  the  Central  Basin  Phase,  ?  Aspect,  Marlon  Focus  and  that  on  the  basis 
of  the  only  true  linking  diagnostic  trait (the  Weaver  pottery  types)  and  the 
projectile  point  found  in  this  level  that  these  burials  are  part  of  the  reaver 
trait  complex. 

Further  confirmation  of  this  conclusion  is  that  D.  Wr.y  who  excavated  the 
burial  mound  on  the  bluffs  above  the  Weaver  Site  found  a  very  similar  burial 
complex  as  well  as  Hopewell  burials.  Photographs  and  ground  plans  of  these 
materials  are  being  prepared. 

The  establishment  of  the  eaver  Focus 

On  the  basis  of  the  previous  materials  I  believe  that  the  Weaver  Focus  can 

v 

be  established.  F  229  component,  because  of  its  homogeniety  offers  the  majority 
of  the  traits  found  in  the  complex  and  the  remainder  of  the  traits  of  this 
complex (the  burial  complex)  may  be  found  at  the  middle  level  of  F°14.  That  these 
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two  components  belong  together  may  be  ascertained  by  the  homogeniety  of  the 
pottery  found  at  both  sites  and  on  the  basis  of  the  similarity  in  projectile 


Trait  Complex  of  the  leaver  Focus 

Fv229  F°li  ( middle  le ve  1 ) 
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Stratigraphy  at  t  e  leaver  Site 


As  stated  previously  the  Weaver  materials  were,  for  the  most  part,  homo¬ 
geneous  -  however,  the  inclusion  with  the  remains  of  the  eaver  materials  oi 
aberrant  forms (in  terms  of  sherds)  required  explanation.  Therefore,  the  strati¬ 
graphic  position  of  each  foreign  sherd  was  plotted.  Since  the  total  number  of 
Weaver  sherds  was  so  overwhelmingly  larger  than  the  numb-.,  r  Oi  foreign  sherds  I 
shall  lumo  the  foreign  sherds  into  their  appropriate  cultural  units.  Since 
Type  2A,  3  and  4  are  considered  as  being  Hopamftl?  sherds  I  snail  -irs  spo.  m 
percentages  the  amount  of  Hopewell  sherds  found  at  each  level  and  the  percentage 
also  of  Weaver  rim  or  decorated  sherds.  In  this  way  I  find  that  there  is  about 
an  equal  amount  of  decorated  or  diagnostic  sherds  from  each  '’culture1'. 

Level  leaver 

Humus 


Level  2 

96.4 

(99.6) 

4  (.4) 

Level  3 

87 

(95)  ' 

13  (5) 

Level  4 

60 

(90) 

40 

/  o 

Level  5 

59 

(85) 

41 

i  5 

Level  6 

56 

(30) 

44 

20 

Level  7 

41 

(79) 

59 

x  1 

Level  8 

54 

(75) 

46  (25) 

As  may  be  noted  there  is  a  very  gradual  decrease  in  tne  percentage  of 

sherds  as  one  goes  toward  the  top.  It  might  also  os  noted  that  these 
percentages  are  heavily  weighted  in  favor  of  the  sherds  since  incluaeo 

in  the  Hopewell  count  are  sherds  of  24  paste,  decorated  napfisaH  body  sherds  as 
well  as  Hopewell  rim  sherds  -  while  of  the  Weaver  materials  only  rims  were 
counted.  However,  these  percentages  best  show  the  trend.  A  chart  showing 
Weaver  sherds  against  Hopewell  sherds  would  make  the  Hoaeweil  percentage  so 
small  that  its  meaning  would  be  completely  hidden.  The  various  other  combinations 
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Would  also  do  this.  Thus,  our  data  infers  that  there  is  a  temporal  overlap  be- 
t ween  leaver  and  Kopeygll  though  the  majority  of  the  leaver  materials  are  later. 

Since  this  was  a  novel  sequence  of  cultures  it  was  aecided  to  checic  tnese 
results  against  the  sequence  of  pottery  types  in  a  Haeeweil  village.  The  only 
such  village  nearby,  which  had  sufficient  material  to  make  such  a  stasis uical 
study  feasible  was  the  Whitnah  village  site  F  49.  Since  many  of  the  sherds 
were  difficult  to  find  in  the  materials  at  the  Laboratory  of  the  University  of 
Chicago  it  was  decided  to  take  the  five  squares  1000,  2000,  0,  5,  and  a  s^quare 
outside  of  0  as  samples,  by  means  of  photographs,  field  notes  and  actual  speci¬ 
mens  80  decorated  or  rim  sherds  were  found.  Classification  in  le di s .covering 
Illinois  had  definitely  determined  this  site  as  being  a  Hopewell  site.  However, 
since  the  Weaver  culture  was  then  unknown  no  stratigraphic  checking  had  been 
done.  The  [Percentages  found  at  the  various  levels  were  as  follows: 

Weaver  ( hi)  Hcsae»g±tr( 2 .  '< , 4). 


Level  2 

60 

40 

Level  o 

60 

40 

(68) 

Level  4 

54 

57 

Level  5 

57 

63 

Level  6 

25 

75 

(98) 

Level  7 

25 

C  75 

Level  8 

0 

100 

(100) 

The  results  from  the  Fhitnah  site  are  much  the  same  as  those  from  one  eaver 
site.  However,  it  is  revealed  here  that  the  Hopewell  sherds  are  generally -oiiw 
{. than  the  Weaver  sherds,  though  the  Weaver  siierds  increase  ao  time  progresses. 
Thus  the  trend  shown  at  each  site  is  much  the  same. 

As  the  reader  of  this  paper  may  note  the  samples  used  at  both  sites  is 
small.  However  the  210  at  "'eaver  ana  the  80  at  Whitnah  both  give  the  s^me  re¬ 
sults.  The  chances  that  such  data  are  incorrect  is,  therefore,  rather  slight. 
However,  the  author  certainly  would  recommend  further  checking.  (Actually,  fur- 
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thur  checking  may  be  done  by  using  a  statistical  sample  of_fche  entire  collection 

^  tAo  ryUM* 

of  sherds  found  at  each  site^j  This  would  give  a  sample  of  1800  and  1000  which 
should  be  adequate.  The  author  started  such  an  analysis,  however  with  time  so 
short  the  analysis  was  discontinued  when  it  was  found  that  the  results  'rere  com¬ 
ing  out  in  the  same  fashion. 

Further  knowledge  concerning  the  sequence  may  be  gleaned  from  the  fact  that 
Middle  Mississippi  and  Maples  Mills  sherds  were  found  in  the  Humus  level  and 
upper  Z  levels  of  the  "haver  Site,  Thus  one  may  surmise  that  the  majority  ox 
the  Weaver  materials  precede  Middle  Mississippi  and  Maples  Mills  times (with,  ox 
course,  the  possibility  that  Me aver  culture  may  have  temporarily  overlapped 
with  them.) 

In  summary  we  may  thus  say  that  the  ’  eaver  peoples  as  far  as  is  now  known 
came  into  existence  sometimes  during  late  Hopewell  times  spid  ovist'*1  d—afte^- Hapa® 
well^tiiaas  lasting  nearly  to  Mississippian  times  (or  in  part  were  contemporaneous 
~dth  Mississippian  times).  Diagramatically ,  it  might  appear  thus: 
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Missis- 


Weaver 
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Conclusions  and  Interpretations  of  the  data 


The  most  obvious  conclusion  that  can  be  reached  concerning  this  data  ±s 
that  there  existed  a  culture  or  the  period  now  called  ,  oaver  focus,  that  this 
focus  had  a  distinguishable  set  of  trait  complexes,  and  that  it  existed  curing 
the  late  part  of  Hopewell  times  and  after.  The  trait  complex  itself  has  previous¬ 
ly  been  mentioned.  Particularly  diagnostic  of  this  culture  are:  -one  burial 
complex  (having  bundle,  group  burials  in  low  mounds  without  artifacts);  the 
pottery  complex;  the  artifact  drill  complex  with  its  stone  xiaring-based  drill  and 
its  double  pointed  drill;  the  scraper  complex  with  the  hafted  and  snub-nosed 
scrapers;  the  military  and  hunting  complex  -  with  projectile  point  7  point  in 
association  with  the  pseudo-projectile  point  3  points;  and  finally,  tne  deremonial 
complex  with  its  spherical  shaped  three  holed  gorgets  and  its  clay  pipes. 

Hoxvever,  the  different  culture  complex  found  with  this  group  do  little  more 

t 

than  distinguish  it  from  other  groups.  The  similarities  that  this  culture  had 

with  other  cultural  units  is  most  important  historically.  Un  a  comparative  oasis  i 

the 

it  is  immediately  discernable  that/culture  belongs  to  the  oodlana  pattern. 
Further,  that  the  culture  complex  bears  many  resemblances  to  the  Hope we Ilian 
manifestations.  Some  of  these  resemblances  are  as  follows:  the  reaver  pottery 
types  are  found  in  Hopewell  remaias  although  of  course  on  a  percentage  oasis  their 
representation  is  rather  small.  The  flake  knives,  tne  Pp  1  diagonal 
projectile  points,  the  split  bone  awls,  the  flake  knives  and  scrapers  and  rec¬ 
tangular  gor  ets  are  also  similarities  which  demand  explanation,  me  bundle  and 
group  burial (though  without  grave  goods  and  central  tomb)  show  affiliations  also 

with  Hopewell. 

These  similarities  plus  the  chronological  relations  as  well  as  tne  overlap 


in  cutting  types  between  Hopewell  and  Weaver  may  best  be  interpreted  in  one  way. 
That  is  that  the  leaver  manifestation  is  related  to  Hopewell  in  time  and  that  it 
probably  represents  the  degeneration  of  the  Hopewell  ceremonial  complex  and  rather 
decorative  pottery  complex.  In  fact,  that  the  Weaver  focus  is  merely  the  Jam  U* 
1  '  -  '  of  the  once  flourishing  Hopewell  group  of  Fulton  County  .C?**- *3 
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On  the  speculative  level  concepts  concerning  the  pre-history  of  Illinois 
and  the  Hopewell  manifestation  may  be  considered.  It  would  appear  that  the 
so-called  Hopewell  culture  is  merely  a  complex  religious  institution  that  once 
as  grafted  to  the  already  existing  V.'oodland  culture  of  Illinois  and  that  this 
religious  institution  after  it  had  lost  its  original  religious  fervor  xxs 
left  the  inhabitants  profoundly  influenced  by  its  occurrence,  but  still  essentially 
a  Woodland  group.  As  this  religious  group  withdrew  it  left  behind  it  all  the 
earmarks  of  village  degeneration  that  accompany  any  slackening  in  religious 
fanatacism.  Further,  I  believe  that  eventually  these  Woodland  eaver  people 
(degenerated  from  Hopewell)  gradually  developed  into  the  Maples  Mills  focus 
under  the  stimulation  of  Middle  Mississippi  culture.  The  similarity  and 
chronological  position  of  Weaver  end  Maples  dills  leads  to  this  conclusion. 

Proof  of  this  final  speculation  will  await  the  digging  of  the  northern  section 
of  the  Weaver  Site  or  some  other  extensive  village  having  both  Weaver  and 
Maples  tills  materials  represented.  It  also  will  await  the  finer  definition  of 
what  exactly  ix  the  total  culture  complex  of  Maples  Mills  Focus  consists. 
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2.  Projectile  points  *  Type  Po5 
(These  are  not  true  types  though,  as  they  do  not 
seem  to  be  made  of  flakes,  but  rather  are  small 
projectile  points  shaped  in  the  technique  of  Ppl.) 
straight  stemmed 
side  notched 
indeterminate 


I&ono-nic. .And  .Artistic  Complex 

1*  Small  flake  knives,  single  cone  on  conc&ve  faces  and  three  or 
four  on  convex,  thin  and  is  shaped  in  the  cross-section  of  a 
tear-drop. 

2.  flake  scrapers 

3.  halted  scrapers 

4.  Scrapers}  large  and  flat  on  one  side,  convex  on  the  other, 
leading  to  a  snub-nosed  cutting  edge  -  snub-nosed  scrapers . 
Are  round,  in  a  general  flat  shape. 

5.  Large,  owl  shaped  knife 

6.  1  anvil  stone 

7.  Hammers  tone 

8.  Sandstone  choppers 

9.  Pecked  and  polished  square  based  celts 

10.  Chipped  and  polished  square  based  celts. 

(9  and  10  have  been  found  by  D.  Wray,  not  by  the  present  author, 
but  Weaver’s  son  has  also  found  such. 

11.  possible  small  triangular  drill? 

12.  Double  pointed  drill  made  from  split  bone  ails 

13.  Worked  antler  tine 
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l&onoi^o.  and  Artistic  Oomiicxi  c  ont) 

14.  Antler  projectile  point 

15.  Split  animal  bone  awl 

16.  Fish-spina  awls 

17.  Split  turkey  leg  swig 

18.  khols  bird  leg  awl 


Pottery  doapl&x 

Since  1666  sherds  ware  found  having  a  consistent  temper,  paste,  thickness 

and  hardness  -  all  falling  into  ‘the  T>  pe  3A  defines  in  dadiscovsrlnr  Illinois . 

and  also  .since  there  were  139  ria  sherds  of  the  same  type  it  was  decided  to 

reclassify  them  into  finer,  more  distinctive  pottery  types.  For  the  present 

the  76  sherds  which  were  not  of  Type  Zk  will  b©  ignored.  The  classification 

on 

for  the  most  part  was  done  on  the  basis  of  the  rim,  or  lip  sherds/which  it 
was  possible  to  see  six  pottery  distinctipnss 

1.  paste 

2.  hardness 

3.  surface  finish 

4.  shape (as  indicated  by  the  shape  and  slope  of 

the  lip) 

5.  decoration 

6.  thickness  of  sherd. 

On  the  basis  of  paste  and  surface  finish  throe  distinctions  may  immediately  be 
made:  1,  Those  of  excellent  consistency  fired  to  a  pink  color,  having  a  hardness 
of  about  3.5,  with  a  smoothed  almost  polished  surface  finish. 

2.  Those  of  medium  consistency,  a  gray  or  black  color,  hardness  about  3, 
and  with  a  smooth  surface  finish. 

5,  Those  of  poor  consistency  and  cordmarked  surface  finish. 


However,  when  the  factors  of  decoration,  shape  of  lip (shape) ,  and  thickness  of  the 
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vessel  are  taken  into  consideration  it  tec  mss  apparent  that  the  lact  two  groups 
just  mentioned  nay  each  bo  divided  into  four  other  groups.  Thus  distinctions 
may  appear  to  be  r.-thsr  finely  made,  but  I  believe  it  is  justified  by  important 
chronological  aspects  of  the  material ('.vuich  rill  be  discussed  later).  Hote 
should  be  made  here  to  the  effect  that  making  these  fine  distinctions  is  rather 
difficult  on  the  body  sherds. 

"  QhVBr  ..Qord-r-'-ru.  ,)3d  Cylinder  Tare 

The  temper  is  grit,  and  is  present  in  snail  amount.  The  consistency  is 
excellent,  Th©  ware  is  fired  to  a  pinkish  color  and  is  extremely  hard  ~  about 
3.5.  The  surface  is  smoothed,  almost  polished,  although  on  the  body  there  are 
some time a  seen  traces  of  cord  narks  which  have  been  smoothed  over.  In  thickness 
the  rare  is  between  .6  cm  and  .75  cm.  The  decoration  is  confined  to  the  neck, 
and  consists  of  impoessions  of  a  cord-wrapped  cylinder.  These  impressions  either 
are  vertical  or  diagonal  to  the  perpendicular.  The  rims  vari  from  being  horizontal 
to  being  definitely  outcurving.  The  body  is  rounded  and  the  base  sub-conoidal, 

Tho  lips  are  usually  rounded  and  there  is  a  gradual  thinning  of  the  rim  as  it 
approaches  the  lip. 

This  type  is  based  on  50  llp(ria)  shards. 

Sfe&BRE  orates 

The  temper  is  grit  of  a  medium  consistency.  The  hardness  is  about  3.  The 
thickness  is  about  ,60  cm.  and  the  color  is  a  gray  to  brown.  The  surface  is 
smooth.  The  rim  is  vertical  to  incurving  and  the  lip  will  often  have  a  small 
fold  on  the  outside.  Decoration,  when  it  occurs,  is  confined  to  notching  of  the 
outside  of  the  lip.  Tho  area  immediately  be low (l  cm)  the  lip  quite  often  appears 
to  turn  up  vertically  due  to  the  thinning  of  the  rim  on  the  inside  adjacent 
to  the  lip.  Bodies  are  globular  and  from  evidence  based  on  the  curvature  of 
the  bases  were  probably  not  conoidal. 

This  type  is  based  on  23  rim  sherds. 
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